ANEIS7 4.
\,),{\\\I ISIZ‘Q}(

Gefordert durch o
DF Deutsche g m
Forschungsgemeinschaft LD

A0d

. S
X
v B

SFB

1 287 Limits of Variability in Language

Cognitive, Grammatical, and Social Aspects

4t SFB-Colloquium, Thursday, 22 February 2018, 2.15 pm
Campus Golm, Building 14, Room 0.45

At the invitation of project BO5

Prof. Dr. Cécile Fougeron (Laboratoire de Phonétique et Phonologie,
CNRS/Sorbonne-Nouvelle, Paris) will give a talk in the 4™ SFB-colloquium

Variation in the production of vowels: multi-factorial approaches, from
contextual to aging effects

The realization of sounds in the speech signal is highly variable. In this talk, |
will review some of our recent studies documenting variation in the
production of French vowels. Factors of very different nature are examined
and interaction of such factors is found to be the most informative. These
include low-level biomechanical factors (neighbouring articulatory demands,
spatio-temporal constraints), style and speech task-dependent effects, and
higher-level organizational principles, such as prosodic structure. The data is
based on large natural speech corpora, on the observation of pathological
variation in Speech Motor Disorders, and on cross-sectional data of adults
from young to old age. Our results provide further support to the idea that
variation in the speech signal is in no way random. Variation in the speech
signal, and more interestingly the modulation of variation, reflects motoric
and linguistic constraints and it can index speaker-specific characteristics.

Everyone is cordially invited.



